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History of the Grand Army of the 

Republic or ‘G.A.R.’ 

By Anthony Waskie, Temple University Resources 

If you can read only one book 

Author Title. City: Publisher, Year. 

McConnell, Stuart Charles Glorious Contentment: The Grand Army of 

the Republic, 1865-1900. Chapel Hill: 

University of North Carolina Press, 1992. 

 

Books and Articles 

Author Title. City: Publisher, Year. 

Beath, Robert Burns 

 

 

 

The Grand Army Bluebook Containing the 

Rules and Regulations of the Grand Army of 

the Republic and Decisions and Opinions 

Thereon. Philadelphia, PA: Burk and 

McFetridge, Printer, 1884. 

———. History of the Grand Army of the Republic. 

New York: Bryan, Taylor, 1888, (Title page 

1989, copyright page 1888). 

Birdsall, S. H., comp. 

 

The Latest Songs for the Grand Army, and 

for the Sons of Veterans. Minneapolis: L. 

Kimball & Co., Printers 1884. 

Burrage, Charles Dana 

 

 

The Grand Army of the Republic, An 

Appreiation (sic). Boston: Private printing 

for the use of the members of the Chile Club, 

1921. 

Carnahan, J. Worth  Decisions and Opinions of the Commanders-

in-Chief and Judge Advocates-General of the 

Grand Army of the Republic. Indianapolis, 

IN: Hasselman-Journal Co., Printers, 1884. 

———. History of the Easel-shaped Monument and a 

Key to the Principles and Objects of the 

Grand Army of the Republic and its 
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Coworkers ... Chicago: Dux Publishing, 

1893. 

———. History of the Grand Army of the Republic. 

Chicago: The Easel Monument Association, 

1896. 

———. 

 

Manual of the Civil War and Key to the 

Grand Army of the Republic and Kindred 

Societies. Chicago: The Easel Monument 

Association, 1897. 

Coulter, O. H. 

 

Colonel Henry C. Loomis. (n.p., 1904?) 

Dearing, Mary Rulkotter Veterans in Politics; the Story of the G. A. R. 

Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University 

Press 1952. 

Grand Army of the Republic Address of the Commander-in-Chief. 

Philadelphia: Town Book and Job Printing 

House, 1884.  

———. Manual for the Guidance of the Grand Army 

of the Republic. (Philadelphia, PA: 1881). 

———. Proceedings of Enlistment & Muster of the 

Grand Army of the Republic. (n.p.:1866).  

———. Proceedings on the Occasion of the 

Reception and Acceptance of the Stephenson 

Grand Army Memorial, Presented by the 

Grand Army of the Republic, July 3, 1909. 

Washington, D.C.: Government Printing 

Office, 1911.  

———. Rules and Regulations for the Government of 

the Grand Army of the Republic: as Revised 

and Adopted in National Convention 

Cincinnati, Ohio, May 12 and 13, 1869. 

Washington, DC: Gibson Bros., 1869. 

———. Rules and Regulations for the Government of 

the Grand Army of the Republic: as revised 

and adopted in National Convention 

Philadelphia, Pa., January 15, 16 and 17, 

1868. Boston: H.J. Hallgreen, 1868. 

———. Rules and Regulations for the Government of 

the Grand Army of the Republic, Rules of 

Order of National Encampment Boston. 

Toledo, OH: Blade Printing and Paper Co., 

1884. 

———. 

 

Services for the Use of the Grand Army of 

the Republic. Philadelphia: Headquarters 
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Grand Army of the Republic, 1884. 

———. Services for the Use of the Grand Army of 

the Republic. Minneapolis: Headquarters 

Grand Army of the Republic, 1887. 

———. 

 

The Grand Army Magazine; Devoted to the 

Veterans of the Republic and Their Sons. 

Denver, CO: Grand Army Magazine 

Publishing Co., 1883. 

———. The Grand Army of the Republic, America's 

Legion of Honor. n. p.: 1930. 

Grand Army of the Republic. National 

Memorial Hall Committee.  

 

Grand Army of the Republic. Its Birthplace 

and Christening at Decatur, Macon County, 

Illinois, Charter of Post No. 1. Decatur, IL: 

Hamsher & Mosser, Printers, 1890. 

Grand Army of the Republic Veterans' 

Rights Union. 

 

Proceedings of the Meeting of General 

Committee. New York: Grand Army 

Publishing Company, 1886. 

 The Great Republic: The Official National 

Organ of the G.A.R. Historians & Collectors. 

South Lyon, MI: Roger L. Heiple, 1980-

1982. 

House Committee on the District of 

Columbia 

 

Incorporation of the Grand Army of the 

Republic: Hearing Before the Committee on 

the District of Columbia. H.R. Rep. No. 67-

5522 (1921). 

Leonard, Albert C., comp.  

 

Grand Army of the Republic Handbook. 

Lancaster, PA: A. C. Leonard, 1884. 

Kyner, James Henry, comp. 

 

Odes, Hymns and Songs of the G.A.R. 

Omaha, NE: H. Gibson, Herald Printing 

Establishment, 1880.  

Lovering, Joseph Foster Services for the Use of the Grand Army of 

the Republic. Boston: Headquarters Grand 

Army of the Republic, 1881. 

Marden, Geo. A. and Edward W. 

Thompson, eds. 

 

The Bivouac: published by direction of Benj. 

F. Butler Post 42, G.A.R., Lowell, Mass., in 

connection with the bazaar in aid of relief 

fund, March 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12, 1886. 

Lowell, MA: Benjamin F. Butler Post 42, 

1886. 

 The National Tribune. Washington, D.C.: 

National Tribune Publishing Company, 

1877-1917, (weekly newspaper journal of the 

G.A.R.). 

 



Essential Civil War Curriculum | Anthony Waskie, History of the Grand Army of the Republic or ‘G.A.R.’ | January 2015 

 

  

 

 

Essential Civil War Curriculum | Copyright 2014 Virginia Center for Civil War Studies at Virginia Tech                    Page 4 of 9 

 

Peterson, J. W. The Historical "Hard Tack" or the Great 

Army Relic. Lathrop, MO: J. W. Peterson, 

1887.  

Rockwell, H. H. Appropriation for the National 

Encampment... n.p.: 1892. 

Sauers, Richard Allen "To Care for Him Who Has Borne the 

Battle": Research Guide to Civil War 

Material in the National Tribune. Jackson, 

KY: History Shop Press, 1995, (Spine title: 

Guide to Civil War Material in National 

Tribune, 1877-1884). 

Smith, William Henry Complete G. A. R. Song Book. Detroit, MI: 

R. W. Haskin, c1887. 

Stephenson, Mary Harriet Dr. B. F. Stephenson. Springfield, IL: The H. 

W. Rokker Printing House, 1894. 

Tappan, Franklin D. The Passing of the Grand Army of the 

Republic. Worcester, MA: Commonwealth 

Press, 1939. 

Tyson, Isaac C., comp. 

 

Canteen and Haversack of the Grand Army 

of the Republic ... New York: R. H. Russell 

& son, c1892. 

 The Veteran; Devoted to the Interests of the 

Grand Army of the Republic, and Ex-soldiers 

and Sailors ... Columbus, OH: Gazette 

Printing House, 1881. 

Ward, William H., ed. 

 

 

Records of Members of the Grand Army of 

the Republic, with a Complete Account of the 

Twentieth National Encampment ... San 

Francisco, CA: H. S. Crocker, 1886. 

Wells, Ernest, G. 

 

Grand Army of the Republic. Boston, MA: 

Allied Orders of the Grand Army of the 

Republic, 1966? 

Wilson, Woodrow 

 

 

Address of the President at G. A. R. 

Celebration, Camp Emery, September 28, 

1915. Washington, D.C.: Government 

Printing Office, 1915. 

Wilson, Oliver M. 

 

 

The Grand Army of the Republic Under its 

First Constitution and Ritual. Its Birth and 

Organization. Kansas City, MO: F. Hudson 

Publishing, 1905. 

Woods, Paul Joseph The G.A.R. and Civil Service. Urbana, IL: 

1941.  
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Organizations 

Organization Name Description, Contact information including 

address, email 

Grand Army of the Republic Museum and 

Library 

The G.A.R. Museum is a non-profit 

historical and patriotic organization that 

preserves the heritage and history of the 

Civil War through the presentation of 

historical programs, forums and exhibitions. 

It is located at 4278 Griscom Street, 

Philadelphia PA 19124-3954, telephone 215 

289 6484. It is open Tuesdays 12:00 noon – 

4:00 p.m. and visitors must call ahead to 

ensure staff availability.  There is an open 

house on the first Sunday of every month 

from 12:00 noon – 5:00 p.m. with a program 

at 1:30 p.m. Their website is 

http://garmuslib.org/  

 

Web Resources 

URL Name and description 

http://suvcw.org/banner/aw.htm  This article from the Sons of Union Veterans 

of the Civil War publication The Banner 

reports on the death of Albert Woolson. 

http://suvcw.org/banner/garobit.htm  This is the article from the Sons of Union 

Veterans of the Civil War publication The 

Banner “Taps Sounds for the Grand Army of 

the Republic”. 

http://www.garrecords.org 

 

This is the website for the Sons of Union 

Veterans project documenting the locations 

of repositories of records of the G.A.R. 

http://www.loc.gov/rr/main/gar/national/na

tlist.html 

This is the Library of Congress Main 

Reading Room documentation of the G.A.R. 

National Encampments. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grand_Army_

of_the_Republic 

This is the Wikipedia entry for the G.A.R. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Grand

_Army_of_the_Republic_Commanders-in-

Chief  

This is a list of commanders-in-chief of the 

G.A.R.  

http://www.loc.gov/rr/main/gar/genworks.h

tml  

This is the Library of Congress Main 

Reading Room The Grand Army of the 

Republic and Kindred Societies listing of 

http://garmuslib.org/
http://suvcw.org/banner/aw.htm
http://suvcw.org/banner/garobit.htm
http://www.garrecords.org/
http://www.loc.gov/rr/main/gar/national/natlist.html
http://www.loc.gov/rr/main/gar/national/natlist.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grand_Army_of_the_Republic
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grand_Army_of_the_Republic
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Grand_Army_of_the_Republic_Commanders-in-Chief
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Grand_Army_of_the_Republic_Commanders-in-Chief
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Grand_Army_of_the_Republic_Commanders-in-Chief
http://www.loc.gov/rr/main/gar/genworks.html
http://www.loc.gov/rr/main/gar/genworks.html
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publications. 

 

Other Sources - G.A.R. Indices 

Name Description, Contact information including 

address, email 

List of G.A.R. posts by Department Smith, Albert E., Jr., compiler. The Grand 

Army of the Republic and Kindred Societies: 

A Guide to Resources in the General 

Collections of the Library of Congress. 

Washington, Library of Congress, 2001. 

Accessible online at  

http://www.loc.gov/rr/main/gar/garhome.htm

l 

Colorado 

 

"Colorado Civil War Grand Army of the 

Republic Members," Denver Public Library 

website,  

http://denverlibrary.org/research/genealogy/g

ar.html 

Online membership roster compiled from 

rosters of the Department of Colorado 

published in 1895, 1910, and 1931; entries 

include member’s name, rank, company, 

regiment or ship, and post number; also 

includes roster of posts showing name, 

number, and location of post. 

Illinois 

 

Grand Army of the Republic, Department of 

Illinois. Roster of the Department of Illinois, 

Grand Army of the Republic. Kansas City, 

Mo.: Western Veteran, 1896. (Available at 

the Chicago Historical Society Library.) 

 Arranged by post (neither numerically nor 

by location); entries include member’s name, 

company, and regiment or ship. 

Shaw, William C. Illustrated Roster of the 

Department of Illinois, Grand Army of the 

Republic. 1914.  Arranged numerically by 

post number; entries include member’s 

name, rank, and regiment or ship. 

Kansas 

 

"Necrology of the Grand Army of the 

Republic," Kansas State Historical Society 

website, 

http://www.kshs.org/genealogists/military/ga

r/garnecrologies.htm 

http://www.loc.gov/rr/main/gar/garhome.html
http://www.loc.gov/rr/main/gar/garhome.html
http://denverlibrary.org/research/genealogy/gar.html
http://denverlibrary.org/research/genealogy/gar.html
http://www.kshs.org/genealogists/military/gar/garnecrologies.htm
http://www.kshs.org/genealogists/military/gar/garnecrologies.htm
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 Searchable index to death notices published 

in the encampment proceedings of the 

Department of Kansas; entries include 

member’s name and number and page of the 

encampment proceedings that includes the 

death notice. 

Roster of the Members and the Posts, Grand 

Army of the Republic, Department of 

Kansas. Topeka, Department of Kansas, 

1894. 

 Arranged alphabetically by county then by 

post; entries include member’s name, rank, 

and regiment or ship. 

Massachusetts 

 

Sargent, A. Dean. Grand Army of the 

Republic: Civil War Veterans, Department of 

Massachusetts, 1866 to 1947. Bowie, Md.: 

Heritage Books, 2002. 

 Arranged numerically by post number; 

entries include member’s name, rank, 

company, regiment or ship, name and 

location of post, birth date or death date, and 

place of residence or birth. 

Sargent, A. Dean. Grand Army of the 

Republic: Civil War Veterans, Department of 

Massachusetts, 1866 to 1947. CD-ROM. 

Bowie, Md.: Heritage Books, 2002. 

Minnesota 

 

Richardson, Antona Hawkins. Roll of the 

Dead, 1886–1906: Department of Minnesota, 

Grand Army of the Republic. St. Paul, 

Minn.: Paduan Press, 2000. 

 Arranged alphabetically by member’s name; 

entries include member’s name, rank, 

company, regiment or ship, death date, and 

name, number, and location of post; some 

entries include age, cause of death, and place 

of burial. 

Missouri 

  

  

 

Concannon, Marie, and Josiah Parkinson. 

Grand Army of the Republic—Missouri 

Division—Index to Death Rolls, 1882–1940. 

Columbia, Mo.: State Historical Society of 

Missouri, 1995. Concannon's index is 

accessible online at  

http://www.virtuallymissouri.org/   

Arranged alphabetically by member’s name; 

http://www.virtuallymissouri.org/
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entries include member’s name, number and 

location of post, age, and year and page 

number of report from which extracted. 

Grand Army of the Republic, Department of 

Missouri. Roster of the Department of 

Missouri, Grand Army of the Republic, and 

Its Auxiliaries. Kansas City, Mo.: Western 

Veteran, 1895. 

 Arranged by post—St. Louis posts are listed 

numerically, followed by other posts listed 

alphabetically by county; entries include 

member’s name, company, and regiment or 

ship. 

Roster of the Department of Missouri, Grand 

Army of the Republic, 1895. Edited and 

indexed by members of Phelps Camp #66, 

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, 

Springfield, Missouri. Springfield, Mo.: The 

Camp, ca. 1999. 

 Arranged alphabetically by member’s name; 

entries include member’s name, company, 

regiment or ship, and name and location of 

post; some officers’ ranks included. 

Nebraska 

 

"Nebraska Civil War Veterans," Denver 

Public Library website, 

http://denverlibrary.org/research/genealogy/g

ar.html 

 Online membership roster compiled from a 

roster of the Department of Nebraska 

published in 1911; entries include member’s 

name, regiment or ship, and post number; 

also includes roster of posts showing name, 

number, and location of post. 

Oregon 

 

Myers, Jane. Honor Roll of Oregon Grand 

Army of the Republic, 1881–1935: Deaths 

Reported in Oregon of Members of the GAR, 

Extracted from Proceedings of the Annual 

Encampments of the Department of Oregon, 

Grand Army of the Republic. Cottage Grove, 

Ore.: Cottage Grove Genealogical Society, 

ca. 1980. Arranged alphabetically by 

member’s name; entries include member’s 

name, company, regiment or ship, death date, 

age, and post number; also includes roster of 

posts showing name, number, and location of 

http://denverlibrary.org/research/genealogy/gar.html
http://denverlibrary.org/research/genealogy/gar.html
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post. 

 

Scholars 

Name Email 

Anthony Waskie awaski01@temple.edu  

 

Google Keywords 

 Grand Army of the Republic | GAR | Loyal Legion | MOLLUS | Dr. Benjamin Franklin 

Stephenson | Reverend William J. Rutledge | Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil W | 

Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War | GAR Posts | GAR Encampments | 

Comrade Albert Woolson | Grand Army of the Republic Museum and Library Philadelphia  
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mailto:awaski01@temple.edu

