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Immigrants in the Union Army 

By Ryan W. Keating, California State University, San Bernardino 

Resources 

If you can read only one book 

Author Title. City: Publisher, Year. 

Burton, William  Melting Pot Soldiers: The Union’s Ethnic 

Regiments. New York: Fordham University 

Press, 1988. 

 

Books 

Author Title. City: Publisher, Year. 

Anbinder, Tyler  Nativism and Slavery: the Northern Know 

Nothings and the Politics of the  

1850s. New York: Oxford University Press, 

1992. 

Bernstein, Iver  The New York City Draft Riots: Their 

Significance for American Society and 

Politics in the Age of the Civil War. New 

York: Oxford University Press, 1990. 

Callaghan, Daniel  Thomas Francis Meagher and the Irish 

Brigade in the Civil War. Jefferson, NC: 

McFarland 2011. 

Conyngham, Daniel The Irish Brigade and Its Campaigns. New 

York: Fordham University Press, 1998. 

Efford, Alison Clark  German Immigrants, Race, and Citizenship 

in the Civil War Era. Cambridge, UK: 

Cambridge University Press, 2013. 

Engle, Stephen  Yankee Dutchman: The Life of Franz Sigel. 

Fayetteville: University of Arkansas Press, 

1993. 

Gleeson, David  Green and the Gray: Irish in the Confederate 
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States of America. Chapel Hill: University of 

North Carolina Press, 2013. 

Kamphoefner, Walter &Wolfgang Helbich Germans in the Civil War: The Letters They 

Wrote Home Chapel Hill: University of 

North Carolina Press, 2006. 

Keller, Christian  Chancellorsville and the Germans: Nativism, 

Ethnicity, and Civil War Memory. New 

York: Fordham University Press, 2007. 

———. “New Perspectives in Civil War Ethnic 

History and Their Implications for Twenty-

Fist Century Scholarship,” in Slap, Andrew 

L. & Michael Thomas Smith, eds., This 

Distracted and Anarchical People: New 

Answers for Old Questions About the Civil 

War-Era North. New York: Fordham 

University Press, 2013. 

Kurtz, William  Brothers in Patriotism and Love of 

Country”: Roman Catholic Americans in the 

North and Border States During the Era of 

the American Civil War (forthcoming). 

Lonn, Ella  Foreigners in the Union Army and Navy. 

Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University 

Press, 1951.  

Miller, Kerby  Emigrants and Exiles: Ireland and the Irish 

Exodus to North America. New York: 

Oxford University Press, 1988. 

Miller, Randall, Harry S. Stout & Charles 

Reagan Wilson, eds. 

Religion and the American Civil War. New 

York: Oxford University Press, 1998. 

Miller, Robert  Shamrock and Sword: The Saint Patrick’s 

Battalion in the U.S.-Mexican War. Norman: 

University of Oklahoma Press, 1989. 

Öfele, Martin  True Sons of the Republic: European 

Immigrants in the Union Army. Westport, 

CT: Praeger, 2008. 

Samito, Christian Becoming American Under Fire: Irish 

Americans, African Americans,  

and the Politics of Citizenship in the Civil 

War Era. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University 

Press, 2009. 

 

———. Commanding Boston's Irish Ninth: The Civil 

War Letters of Colonel Patrick R. Guiney 

Ninth Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry. 

New York: Fordham University Press, 1997. 
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Swan, James B.  

 

Chicago’s Irish Legion: The 90th Illinois 

Volunteers in the Civil War. Chicago: 

Southern Illinois University Press, 2009. 

 

Ural, Susannah J.  The Harp and the Eagle: Irish-American 

Volunteers in the Union Army, 1861-1865. 

New York: New York University Press, 

2005. 

Ural, Susannah J., ed. Civil War Citizens: Race, Ethnicity, and 

Identity in America’s Bloodiest  

Conflict. New York: New York University 

Press, 2010. 

 

Organizations 

Web Resources 

URL Name and description 

http://irishamericancivilwar.com  This is an extensive website dedicated to the 

Irish experience in the American Civil War, 

run by historian Damian Shiels. 

http://www.ozarkscivilwar.org/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/Impact-of-

German-Immigrants-in-the-Civil-War1.pdf  

This is a PDF document covering the history 

of the German experience in the Civil War 

Ozarks, complete with recommended 

assignments for grades 4, 8 and high school. 

http://www.civilwarhome.com/ethnic.htm  An excerpt from the Civil War Society’s 

Encyclopedia of the Civil War this is a brief 

overview of ethnic service in the Civil War. 

http://pacivilwar150.com/people/immigrant

s/Overview.aspx  

The Pennsylvania Civil War website 

includes stories from Pennsylvania 

Immigrants during the Civil War. 

http://www.ninthregimentcv.com  This website is dedicated to the history of the 

9th Connecticut (Irish) Regiment. It contains 

transcribed primary sources and detailed 

background for a number of volunteers. 

http://www.aoh61.com/history/civil_war.ht

m  

This website provides links to websites 

maintained by a number of different 

organizations, all dealing with specific Irish 

regiments. 

 

 

http://irishamericancivilwar.com/
http://www.ozarkscivilwar.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/09/Impact-of-German-Immigrants-in-the-Civil-War1.pdf
http://www.ozarkscivilwar.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/09/Impact-of-German-Immigrants-in-the-Civil-War1.pdf
http://www.ozarkscivilwar.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/09/Impact-of-German-Immigrants-in-the-Civil-War1.pdf
http://www.civilwarhome.com/ethnic.htm
http://pacivilwar150.com/people/immigrants/Overview.aspx
http://pacivilwar150.com/people/immigrants/Overview.aspx
http://www.ninthregimentcv.com/
http://www.aoh61.com/history/civil_war.htm
http://www.aoh61.com/history/civil_war.htm
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Other Sources 

Scholars 

Name Email 

Ryan W. Keating rkeating@csusb.edu   

Tyler Anbinder anbinder@gwu.edu 

Ian Delahanty delahani@bc.edu 

Alison Efford alison.efford@marquette.edu 

Christian Keller doktorkec@aol.com 

William Kurtz wbk2e@virginia.edu 

Randall Miller  miller@sju.edu 

Thaddeus Romansky tmromo@icloud.com 

Christian Samito samito@jouretsamito.com 

Damian Shiels irishamericancivilwar@gmail.com 

Susannah Ural susannah.ural@usm.edu 
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