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John V. Quarstein is an award-winning historian, preservationists and author. He 

previously worked as director of the Virginia War Museum for over thirty years and as a 

consultant to The Mariners’ Museum’s Monitor Center project. He now serves as 

historian for the city of Newport News. John is the author of fifteen books, including A 

History of Ironclads and CSS Virginia: Sink Before Surrender. His 2011 release, The 

Monitor Boys, received The Society for History in the Federal Government’s 2012 Henry 

Adams Prize for excellence in historical literature. The Quarsteins lives on Old Point 

Comfort, Virginia and on his farm near Chestertown, Maryland. 

 

  


