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Calvin Schermerhorn is a historian of United States slavery, capitalism, and the 

nineteenth-century Atlantic world. He earned a Ph.D. from the University of Virginia and 

is an associate professor at Arizona State University. In recognition for teaching, he was 

named Centennial Professor by the Associated Students of Arizona State University for 

2010-11. He is author of Money over Mastery, Family over Freedom: Slavery in the 

Antebellum Upper South (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2011) and co-

editor with Michael Plunkett and Edward Gaynor of Rambles of a Runaway from 

Southern Slavery, by Henry Goings (Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 2012). 

His forthcoming book is titled, The Business of Slavery and the Rise of American 

Capitalism, 1815-1860. 

 

 

  


