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Fergus M. Bordewich is a historian and journalist whose writing focuses primarily on 

American history from the nation’s founding through the Civil War. He is the author of 

six non-fiction books: America’s Great Debate: Henry Clay, Stephen A. Douglas, and the 

Compromise that Preserved the Union (New York: Simon & Schuster, 2012); 

Washington: The Making of the American Capital (New York: Amistad/HarperCollins, 

2008); Bound for Canaan: The Underground Railroad and the War for the Soul of 

America (New York: Amistad/HarperCollins, 2005); My Mother’s Ghost, a Memoir 

(New York: Doubleday, 2001); Killing the White Man’s Indian: Reinventing Native 

Americans at the End of the Twentieth Century (New York: Doubleday, 1996); and 

Cathay: A Journey in Search of Old China (New York: Prentice Hall Press, 1991). He 

has also written the script for a PBS documentary about Thomas Jefferson, Mr. 

Jefferson’s University. His articles have appeared in many newspapers and magazines, 

including the New York Times, Wall Street Journal, Smithsonian Magazine, American 

Heritage, Atlantic, Harper’s, New York Magazine, GEO, Reader’s Digest, and others. He 

lives in Washington, DC. His website is http://www.fergusbordewich.com.  
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